
Import EXCEL Data File 
 
Step 1: In SAS Windows system, click File then select Import Data …  and choose the MS 

EXCEL 97 or 2000 option and click the Browse button to find the file in your pc to be 
imported to SAS, and then click Next button 

 
 It is recommended that in the EXCEL worksheet the variables are arranged so that each 

column represents a variable. 
 

 
          Figure 1:  An example of EXCEL data file. 
 
Step 2: In the Import Wizard – Select file dialog box, click Option button for setting up which 

worksheet in the EXCEL file to be imported, and also use the check box to tell EXCEL 
whether the variable names are in the first row as in figure 1 or not for importing variable 
names if needed. Then, click OK button, and then click Next. 

 
Step 3: The Select Library and Member dialog box allow users to specify the SAS temporary file 

name, put the name in the Member box, and click Next button. If you use a name 
‘sample’, then the imported file will be saved under the SAS file name 
WORK.SAMPLE. 

 
Step 4: If you wish to create a SAS file that contains the SAS statements that actually did the 

importing file task, then provide the name of the SAS file by entering it in the Create 
SAS Statements dialog box. And then click Next and/or Finish button to complete the 
importing file task. (Make sure that this EXCEL file is not occupied by any program.) 

 
Remark: Try asking SAS to create SAS statements, and you may then use these SAS statements 

in the future for importing EXCEL files or other types of data files. 
 
/* An example of SAS program for importing EXCEL file. */ 
PROC IMPORT OUT= WORK.EXCEL1  
            DATAFILE= "S:\SAS\EXCELImportData.xls"  
            DBMS=EXCEL2000 REPLACE;  
     RANGE="Sheet1$";  
     GETNAMES=YES; 
RUN; 


